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Mm, and when whatever evidence has .been submitted shows
explicitly that he is not guilty, it would in my judgment
be both absurd and wicked to proceed against him.'5

Writing to Senator Lodge on May 24, 1905, the Presi-
dent said:

"I have of course been greatly worried about Morton.
He is as straight as a string, but the Santa Fe management
acted badly in a rebate case while he was vice-president of
the road and nominally directed the department which cov-
ered the action in question. I am convinced that he knew
nothing of it, and therefore will not allow him to be prose-
cuted in accordance with the general demand."

In addition to the railway legislation there were two
other matters of large moment which the President pressed
upon Congress in the winter and spring of 1905, and in
dealing with which Congress failed to meet his wishes. One
was a treaty with Santo Domingo, and the other was a batch
of seven arbitration treaties, uniform in terms, with Eng-
land, France, Germany, Switzerland, Portugal, Italy and
Spain. For many years the Dominican Eepublic had been
endeavoring to enter into treaty relations with the United
States by which it would be placed under the protection of
the American government, and had been steadily refused.
In 1903 the representative of a foreign government pro-
posed to the United States the joint fiscal control of the
Dominican Eepublic by certain creditor nations which
should take charge of the custom-houses and revenues and
give a certain percentage to the Eepublic and pay the resi-
due ratably to the claims of foreign countries. This pro-
posal the United States Government declined. In January,
1904, the Dominican minister of foreign affairs visited
Washington and besought the help of the United States
Government to enable the republic to escape financial and
social disorders. This request was also declined. A short
time later, a report was started that the President was plan-
ning to annex the island to the United States. Writing to
me on February 23, 1904, he said: